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PENGUIN READER 


Chapter 1 The Royal Story 


it is the morning of 6 September 1997. In London, the streets all 
the way from Kensington Palace to Westminster Abbey are full of 
people. Many of these people have slept there all night. In the 
crowds, there are visitors from all over Britain, and from abroad 
too. They are waiting patiently for the funeral of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. The carriage passes, carrying her body. People in the crowd 
cry and throw flowers. The world has lost someone very special. 

Princess Diana died in a car crash in Paris. She wasigainy 
thirty-six. Her new lover, Dodi al Fayed, died with her. Before 
that terrible day, she was just starting a happier time in her life, 
after her divorce from Prince Charles. 

Diana was one of the most popular women in the world, but 
her life was hard. When she married Prince Charles in 1981, she 
seemed to have everything. She came from a rich family, she was 
beautiful, and her husband was the future king of Britain. But 
even as a child she was unhappy after her mother left home: 
Then, as a princess, she was lonely when Prince Charles lost 
interest in her. Perhaps her two sons, William and Harry, were the 
only really happy part of her life. 

Now, as the carriage brings her body to the churelimge 
Westminster Abbey, these two boys, fifteen and twelve years old, 
walk bravely behind her. Television cameras are recording the 


funeral, and it 1s shown around the world. Westminster Ab! 
full of famous people, many of them from other royal famili 
foreign governments. Some of them are Diana’s friends, fro 
film or music business. The crowds outside now say the 
voodbye to Princess Diana with more flowers and tears 
young Princes follow their mother’s body into the churel 


the funeral begins. 


Lhe funeral of Diana. Princess of | alee 


) Britain, itis a time for questions about the royal family. Did 
royal famuly push Diana away when she and Charles were in 
ouble? Why didn’t they help her more? Diana was a new kind 
of princess, and she could help to make a better future for Britain 
and the royal family. Diana was not afraid to speak about her 
problems in public. The royal family didn’t like this; they have 
tradionally kept their troubles secret. But the public liked her 
because she opened her heart to them. She also helped people 
who were poor and ill. 

Who will continue her work now? Will Charles really be king 
after all this, or will the crown go straight to his oldest son, Prince 
Wiliam? In the last few years, people have begun to worry about 
these problems. Do the royal family do enough for the country? 
Are they too rich? For a long time Queen Elizabeth II ruled the 
country quietly. Most people were happy with the royal family, 
and many people didn’t even think about it much. But now, on 
the day of the funeral, everyone is talking about it. 
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The history of the British royal family goes back more than a 
thousand years. In that time England has always had a king or 
queen except for the ten years between 1649 and 1659 when 
Oliver Cromwell’s parliament took power after a war against 
Charles I. But then the royal family returned when Charles II 


was crowned 1n 1660. 

In 829, Egbert of Wessex became the first king of England, ri 
the first ‘England’ was a smaller country than today. Brita 
not one nation for a long time. Wales had its own rule 
1282, and there were kings of Seotland until 170; 
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland a 
United Kingdom, i, a 

larly English kings had to try and protect the count 
cnemnes, King Alfred the Great (871-99) was a stro ag i u 


a 


bull int English navy and defended his count 


TY aga 
attac| om Vikings and Danes from northern Europe, bale 
: } Uf 
good work was destroyed a hundred years later by Aethe] ie 
& re 
very weak ruler who let the D 


anes into the country. For ¢ 
years after that, there were Danish kings i IN) England. Then 


In the 
famous year of 1066, soldiers from Normandy ( 


NOw Part of 
France) crossed the sea to England. They won a war against the 
English, and their ruler became King William I of England, ask 


time, England and France were almost one nation. 


ty 


There were many interesting kings and queens who helped a 
make British history. “Bad King John’ was very unpot lar, 
because he tried to take high taxes from the people. In 1215, he 
had to sign a famous paper, The Magna Carta. This took awe 
some of his powers. King Henry VIII (1509-47) was a p wwe l 
king. He is famous because he had six wives. He also started a 
new Christian church, the Church of England. He ——e 
divorce his wives when he wanted to. a ce ; 

But the time of Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) was a ee 
ape for Eneland. Art, sciewec, amusic sama literature V re 
important. The English nation was strong; its powerful 1 a 
the war at sea with Spain. Queen Elizabeth often oe 
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Parlier kings and queens like these hag great wm OLN A 
Could start wars, make laws, and do | ungs 1 
later, a lot of this power went to Parl 


44EeN still ‘rylegt Britain and acts ag the | > head | 
the British Parl mene : . 


Thane oy i aD yseena wl 
Important y Visitosl a oe 


bey Pal to believe Ml a : 


Victoria was queen for a long time, from 1837 to 1901. This 
was a time of power for Great Britain, when the nation ruled 
many other countries in the world. Victoria married Prince 
Albert, a German, and they had nine children. They were very 
serious about their duties. Victoria loved Albert very much, and 
she was an excellent wife and mother. She wanted to show that 
they had a good, Christian family life. 

But today in Britain, we don’t believe in the perfect royal 
family. A lot of the old magic has gone. We want the royal family 
to do their duty and protect our traditions. But we also want 
them to be more modern and open. Can the royal family do 
both these things in the future? Will the magic come back? They 
work hard for the country. But they are people with their own 
worries and problems. We must accept this too. 
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On 2 June 1953, nearly forty-four years before Princess Diana’ 
funeral, the streets of London were also full. But people were 
there for a much happier ceremony. On that day the young 
Princess Elizabeth was crowned as Queen Elizabeth II of Great 
Britain. Like other kings and queens since 1066, she came to 
Westminster Abbey for the ceremony. She rode to the Abbey in 
the royal carriage, with its fine horses, and the heavy gold crown 
was placed on her head. Elizabeth promised to look after the 
nation and its people, and so she accepted her duties in the long 
line of British rulers. 

But Elizabeth had some modern ideas too. She 
ceremony to be on television. The uch ‘ nd ‘he go 
didn’t welcome the idea. It was an umpot 
mustn't become public theatre! But Elizabeth won. / 
only a few homes in Britain had 4 ge bus 
people bought one in ume for the great day! Excited 
Neighbours visited thei a! honed wwatenss | Cee 4 J 
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On 2 June 1953, the young Princess | 
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